
Valedictorian Sponsor:

2022 VISIONARY GALA

















TCC'S VISIONARY GALA









Okay, let’s try this again!

Last year, after much planning and preparation by staff and
volunteers, we were forced to pivot at the last minute and move our
Visionary Gala to a virtual setting. We were disappointed, of
course, but we knew that the health and safety of our community must
come first. Most importantly, we will forever be grateful to you, our
TCC Family, for still showing up and supporting the Gala in force, in
living-rooms-turned-ballrooms everywhere. 

But now it’s time for the real thing!

For everyone who’s ever daydreamed about what your perfect prom
would look like, it is finally time to make that dream come true.
Welcome to TCC’s Queer Prom!
Too many queer people have poor memories of their high school
prom. This year, Triangle Community Center invites us to imagine a
ore inclusive and welcoming prom, where everyone can be a King or
Queen or Somewhere-In-Between.
So I hope you’re vaxxed, waxed, and ready to party to the max. Put
on your dancing stilettos and tuxedos, grab a corsage or boutonnière,
and join us for an evening of glamorous delight. Out of
the hardships that too many of us still navigate every day, we will
create a space of radical joy—while also raising much needed
support for TCC, who will continue to be champions and
advocates for our community, as they have always been.

So... will you go to Prom with me? Please say yes!

xoxo,
Colin Hosten
Board President
Triangle Community Center

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear TCC Family,

8



I am thrilled to write the following sentence: The Visionary Gala is back in person!!!

Welcome everyone to OUR Visionary Gala: Queer Prom. After a 2-year hiatus we are back and
better than ever. This year we are forgoing honorees and instead want to focus on our resilient
community. 

We’ve gone through 2 rough years, learned a lot about ourselves, and learned to adapt and pivot
at a drop of a hat. Nothing is a better example of this than our 2021 Visionary Gala, which was
also prom themed. We were supposed to have that in person, but COVID had other plans. But here
we are, in 2022 with renewed spirits and the in-person Queer Prom we’ve all been waiting for.

At Queer Prom we want to give our supporters the chance to re-do an event that, for many, was
not what we hoped. Many of us were perhaps in the closet, trying to find out who we were behind
closed doors, or not yet aware of who we were. Some of us are now completely different people
than we were back then. Some now have a loving partner who truly sees them for who they are,
some have a new name and image that fits perfectly with who they knew they were inside, some
perhaps have multiple loving partners. 

Whatever situation you find yourself in today, we want to make sure you have a space to celebrate
it, all while supporting the amazing work we do here at TCC.

Our organization, Triangle Community Center, would not be here if it wasn’t for the tireless work of
our staff, volunteers, group leaders, interns, and you; our supporters. You’ve helped us get through
rough seas and not only that, you helped us expand our reach and impact. Not only was TCC able
to maintain all our services during the pandemic, we expanded our offerings!

They say it takes a village to raise a child, I will add that it takes a village to keep a community
center growing. I am honored to have you all as part of that village, proud of the work we’ve
accomplished, and optimistic that together, as one village, we will face future challenges head on
and come out a stronger community.

Welcome to The Visionary Gala: Queer Prom. Will you all be my prom dates?

In solidarity and with much love,

Edson Rivas (he/him)
Executive Director
Triangle Community Center

Hello Community,
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LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR







Robin Fierce
Strutting her way through New England, Robin is just the

right amount of sugar and spice, and everything nice! This
petite powerhouse is ready to show you what 5+ years in

the drag arena has done for her. Performing up and down
the East Coast, Robin is most notably recognized as one of
the cast members of the Drag Queen Divas entertainment

group. 



ENTERTAINMENT BY
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ENTERTAINMENT BY

LOOSEY  LADUCA
Loosey LaDuca has been entertaining audiences in New England for
over a decade! She is a Connecticut native who has performed in

brunches, pride events, theatrical productions and beyond both in and
out of drag. She uses her training in Musical Theatre to enrich her
audiences with live singing, stand up comedy, and celebrity      

 impersonations. For more information, follow her on Instagram at
@looseyladuca 13
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is proud to support
TCC and

the 2022 Visionary
Gala!

It's only kinky the first time

mrctleather.org
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TCC: CONNECTICUT'S LGBTQ+ CENTER

Triangle Community Center is Fairfield County’s leading provider of
programming and resources to nurture growth and connection within the
LGBTQ+ community. Thanks to the generous support of organizations like
yours, we have been given the opportunity to empower, advocate, and
celebrate our community for nearly 32 years. Let's look at the 2021
numbers:

Hours of programming TCC provided for the community.



Number of people who attended one of TCC's programs.



Meals distributed by TCC's food pantry.



Hours of free counseling and therapy, helping 187 individuals
with their mental health needs. 




Number of clients TCC’s case management team assisted
for a total of over 910 hours of case management services. 




Individuals who completed our "LGBTQ+ 101" training.1,409
142

600
2,600
6,000
2,285

Your support makes this all possible! 







6:00 PM: Cocktail Reception

Presented by: 











7:30 PM: Assembly
Live Auction & Live Appeal

               



8:30 PM: Dinner, Drinks, and Dancing



RUN OF SHOW
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LIVE AUCTION

#400

JACKSON HOLE SKI ADVENTURE

3 night stay at The Lodge in Jackson Hole for 2

Jackson Hole Mountain Resort 2 full day lift tickets for 2

Dinner at the Snake River Grill for 2

Booking & concierge service

Enjoy the comforts and convenience of downtown luxury lodging in the heart

of Jackson, Wyoming. Located just minutes from the hustle and bustle of

Jackson’s historic Town Square, The Lodge’s inviting guest rooms, world-class

amenities, and personalized service ensure that you are well-rested and well

prepared for an unforgettable Jackson Hole experience. Wildlife viewing,

national parks, historic, western town and the best skiing around make

Jackson Hole the ideal location for your ski vacation. 

Experience Includes:
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LIVE AUCTION

#401

BRILLIANT COSTA RICA

Luxury condo accommodations for 5 days and 4 nights
2 bedrooms and 3 bathrooms accommodate 4 people
Resort amenities and beach toys
Private airport transfers
All taxes and fees
Booking & concierge service

This oceanfront home at The Palms Private Residences in Guanacaste is just 30 steps from
the soft white sand and brilliant waters of Playa Flamingo Beach. With just 34 villas, The
Palms offers a tranquil and intimate retreat without sacrificing the amenities you would
expect from a sprawling resort, including infinity and sitting pools, water and land sports
equipment, as well as fitness and business centers. Each beachfront Villa has direct ocean
views and is magnificently appointed with luxuriously comfortable furnishings that
complement the natural surroundings, from floor-to-ceiling glass doors with breathtaking
sunset views to ultra-plush bedding, richly colored native hardwood floors and inviting
seating areas for your family to gather both inside and out. 

Experience Includes:
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LIVE AUCTION

#402

ICELAND

Iceland is volcanically and geologically active. The interior consists of a
plateau characterized by sand and lava fields, mountains, and glaciers, and
many glacial rivers flow to the sea through the lowlands. Iceland is warmed by
the Gulf Stream and has a temperate climate, despite a high latitude just
outside the Arctic Circle. Its high latitude and marine influence keep summers
chilly, with most of the archipelago having a tundra climate. Your Private
Iceland Cottage is located in the South West part of Iceland, the most
beautiful area that is rich with sites of interest. About a one hour drive from
Reykjavik and one hour from the Golden Circle.



5 Night Stay in Private 2 Bedroom Cottage (4)
Glacier Private Guide Hike Experience for (4) 
Special Glacier Hiking Rental Equipment for (4)

Experience Includes:
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LIVE AUCTION

#403

ZULU NYALA AFRICAN SAFARI 

6 nights at Zulu Nyala Heritage Safari Lodge or Hemingway Tented Camp
• Daily breakfast, lunch, and dinner
• 2 game viewing activities per day on Zulu Nyala Game Reserve
• Includes all taxes and resort fees

Zulu Nyala Private Game Reserve provides a unique bush experience in the heart of one of
South Africa’s most diverse conservation regions. Nestled between the wilderness reserves
of Mkuze, Hluhluwe, St Lucia, and Sodwana Bay, this lush stretch of paradise is home to a
wide variety of game, from the majestic elephant to rhino, buffalo, hippo, giraffe, the
secretive leopard and cheetah, and the shy Nyala antelope that are endemic to the region.
The privately-owned reserve is home to over 40 different species of animal and
magnificent birdlife. A large variety of game reserve activities and excursions are available
to all guests of Zulu Nyala Heritage Safari Lodge and Hemingway Tented Camp. The
Heritage Safari Lodge was originally built in the 1940s as a hotel and was a landmark
pitstop for weary travelers between Maputo and Durban. 

Experience Includes:
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LIVE AUCTION

#404

SAILBOAT EXPERIENCE

Sailing on the Long Island Sound for 4-6 guests

Imagine yourself enjoying the sunset on a warm summer night aboard
the deck of a 38ft sailing yacht! Enjoy an afternoon or evening sail on
the Long Island Sound aboard Cathexis, with room for 4-6 guests. We
depart from Norwalk Yacht Club for 3-4 hours of sailing. Relax on a
sunset sail, or if you're eager to learn the ropes, we'll teach you how to
sail a big boat. Children are welcome. For a mutually agreed upon date
June-September 2023. Owner will be present during sail. Rain date can
be scheduled if inclement weather forces cancellation. 

Experience Includes
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LIVE AUCTION

#405

MAKE YOUR DRAG DEBUT

Includes full drag make up and wig application by Will Doughty of @shopwillbeauty
Two hours of private Karaoke service at TCC,
open bar and snacks and a guest bartender to mix for you and ten friends.
Coordination needed with all providers–must redeem by 10/14/23.

If you have ever watched RuPaul’s Drag Race and gasped in amazement, watching a shy
person transform into a magnificent Queen before your very eyes, now is your chance to
make your Drag Debut in a safe environment! “Werk it” at TCC, at a private party with ten
of your friends, an open bar and karaoke! You’ll get the full drag makeover treatment–
makeup and wig, and coached on a drag performance! 

Experience Includes:
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SILENT AUCTION

#202

#201

#200
"Laura Boyle, Blogger and author on Polyamory will
provide a 75 minute course on Polyamory 101
complete with 15 copies of her published
book/workbook. "LGBTQ+ 101", led by TCC, this
training will engage participants in a thorough
overview of what it means to be LGBTQ+! From
gender and sexuality spectrums to rethinking
traditional assumptions and roles.

Performance Package
Two tickets to the Met Opera & a subscription to the
2022-2023 Norwalk Symphony Season. 

Your Broadway wish is granted! Enjoy Disney’s Aladdin,
delighting sold-out audiences for over ten years! Set in
the fictional Arabian city of Agrabah, the story follows
the familiar tale of a poor young man who is granted
three wishes by a genie in a lamp, which he uses to woo
a princess and to thwart the sultan's evil Grand Vizier.
(Performance must be before 10/14/2023).

Disney for two

LGBTQ+ 101 & Polyamory 101

35



SILENT AUCTION

#205

#204

#203 Board Wine Reserve

Randy Rainbow in
Ridgefield
Randy Rainbow (yes, real name) is a comedian,
actor, writer, host and Internet sensation best
known for his viral comedy videos. Watch him
bring these videos, and more, to the stage. Let's
cut the sh*t.

Private In Home
Cooking Class 
Pamper you inner foodie with private lessons with
renowned executive Chef, Frank Cotroneo. 
 

You'll love this hand selected basket of exclusive
wines picked by TCC's own Board of Directors. 
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SILENT AUCTION

#208

#207

#206 Westport Country 
Playhouse Season Pass

6 VIP Tickets to Karamo's
The new talk show takes the best elements of
daytime drama while utilizing Karamo’s unique
personal journey and his innate ability of personal
connection.

Jeffrey Hasterok, homebrewer, will teach you all
about beer so you know your IPA from your Stout,
and then he will help you brew a batch of your
own! 

Beer 101

The Playhouse is a non-profit that produces
theater from playwrights, actors, directors, and
designers of all backgrounds, while entertaining
audiences and exploring human and societal
issues along the way.
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VIP Burlesque Night Out with Professor M at
Connecticut Cigar Company

SILENT AUCTION

#210

#209 Christian Louboutin
backpack
Created to be worn as a backpack or across the
body using the removable CL embossed strap, the
Explorafunk  combines practicality, with a double
fastening and spacious interior, and edgy design
with its audacious appearance. 

Scandalous Saturdays
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SAVE THE DATE

RAINBOW FESTIVUS
TCC's Holiday Gift Assistance Program returns!

 Donors are matched with individuals and families in need of
presents this holiday season. 

Come party with the cool kids as we celebrate the end of the
year. Free food, fun, and friends await as we say goodbye to
the end of 2022.  Email Syndey@CTPrideCenter.org to learn

more.

December 16th
6PM -8PM




FRIENDSGIVING
Come have a meal with your found family! TCC invites you
to join us for our annual Friendsgiving Dinner (now back in
person). Bring your friends and enjoy a free meal and pick

up holiday food assistance.  
Email Sydney@CTPrideCenter.Org for more information

November 18th
6PM -8PM
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COMMUNITY EDUCATION
TCC’s LGBTQ+ Training Institute brings
community education and professional

development to businesses, social and public
service agencies, organizations, schools, and
institutions across Connecticut and beyond.
Our educational offerings aim to strengthen
LGBTQ+ cultural competency with the goal
of increasing LGBTQ+ individuals’ access to

inclusive and affirming services and
communities. Education and understanding
are the first, vital steps towards inclusivity,

affirmation and acceptance.



To learn more contact
Cadence@ctpridecenter.org




LGBTQ+ TRAINING INSTITUTE
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CLINICAL SERVICES

CASE MANAGEMENT

COUNSELING

TCC Case Management services recognize LGBTQ+ health disparities and
prioritizes addressing those needs, including but not limited to Mental and
Physical Health, Housing, Employment, Education Documents, Socialization,

and Family Planning.



Clients meeting one on one with a TCC Case Manager can expect an
interview, assessment, support,  appropriate referrals, and follow-up

(ongoing).



To access case management resources and referrals, please contact Wendy
McCaffery, Case Management Supervisor:

WendyM@CTPrideCenter.Org

TCC Counseling services recognize LGBTQ health disparities and prioritizes
addressing those needs, including but not limited to coming out, depression,

anxiety, relationship and parenting, self-esteem and self-acceptance, cultural
and/or religious identity, HIV/AIDS, sexual and gender identity, transitioning

and trans health/identity.



All clients will receive an intake and a care plan to assess how our counselors
can best meet your needs moving forward. 

For any further questions on Counseling, please contact Liz Semenyck, Clinician:
liz@ctpridecenter.org
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TCC PROGRAMS

Youth 



Transgender and Gender
Questioning Youth Forum 

2nd & Last Sunday 
3pm-4:30pm 

Contact: Micaela Scully
micaelascully@gmail.com



Youth Hangout 

Wednesday 4pm-5pm
Contact: Sydney Henck

sydney@ctpridecenter.org  



TCC Youth Community Dinner:
1st Thursday 6:30 PM - 8PM

Contact: Sydney Henck
sydney@ctpridecenter.org 



Youth Exploring Creative Writing

Saturdays 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM
Contact: Jen Boulette
zaia2303@gmail.com



Youth Therapeutic Art 

2nd Saturday 2:15 PM - 3:15 PM
Contact: Lorena Sferlazza

lorena.sferlazza@gmail.com 

Peer Support



Bisexuals & Allies
1st &3rd Thursday 8 PM - 9 PM

Contact: Sydney Henck
sydney@ctpridecenter.org 



Adult Transgender Support

1st & 3rd Tuesday 7 PM - 8 PM 
Contact: Amy Rose 

triangletgs@yahoo.com



PFLAG
2nd Sunday 3pm-4:30pm 

Contact: Kathy
pflagnorwalk@gmail.com 



Non-Binary Support Group
2nd Mondays 7:30pm-9pm 

Contact: Juno Ferraro 
junodistress@outlook.com 



Outstanding Warriors 

2nd & 4th Saturday 11am-1pm
Contact: Vince L 

vinceblue123@yahoo.com 



Autism and Anxiety
Every other Tuesday 5-6pm 

Contact: Sydney Henck 
 sydney@ctpridecenter.org  
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TCC PROGRAMS



Coffee Talk Daytime Social 

1st & 3rd Tuesday 
11 AM - 12:00 PM 

Contact: Sydney Henck 
 sydney@ctpridecenter.org 



Gaymes Night 

Friday 8PM - 10PM 
Contact: Shaun Ferraro 
jpf12saf12@gmail.com 



Nerd Night 

Wednesday 7:30PM - 9PM
Contact: Juno Ferraro

jpf12saf@msn.com 



LGBTQ Book Club 
3rd Sunday  1PM - 2PM 

Contact: Chris Emmerson-Pace
archimago@gmail.com











 

  



Adventure Group
Contact: Bill McDonald

bill.mcdonald@hubinternational.com



Intersect POC 
1st & 3rd Friday 7pm-8pm
Contact: Charneil Bush 
charneilb@gmail.com



YAS! 

Monday- Thursday 1pm-6pm 
Contact: Sydney Henck

sydney@ctpridecenter.org





Social Groups
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TCC PROGRAMS

Recovery
Alcoholics Anonymous

Monday 7:30 PM - 8:30 PM
Wenesday 7:30 PM - 8:30 PM

Sundays 9am-10am
Contact: Tom

tarbron@tomarbron.com 



Al Anon 
Saturdays 12:30 PM - 1:30 PM

Contact: Jen Boulette
zaia2303@gmail.com 



Narcotics Anonymous 

Tuesday 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM Contact:
Douglas M 

SFCA-pr@ctna.org  

Wellness
TCC Community Dinner

Last Thursday 6:30PM - 8PM
Contact: Sydney Henck

sydney@ctpridecenter.org



 Exploring Creative Writing 
Wednesday 5PM - 6PM 
Contact: Jen Boulette
zaia2303@gmail.com 



Pride + Joy 

Contact: Annie Fineman
annie@ctgay.org 



Adult Therapeutic Art  

2nd Saturday 1PM - 2PM 
Contact:  Lorena Sferlazza

lorena.sferlazza@gmail.com



Gardening Group   
Contact: Allison Coleman 

 acolemanlcsw@gmail.com
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TCC PROGRAMS

To stay up to date on TCC's Programming's visit
ctpridecenter.org/programs/groups/

or
Contact Sydney Henck

 sydney@ctpridecenter.org 

THANK YOU TO
 OUR GROUP LEADERS

Amy Rose, Kathy,  Vince L, Tom, Michael, Shaun Ferraro,
Douglas, Juno Ferraro, Kat B, Charneil Bush,  Matt Wood, Rob
Rosado, Bill McDonald, Chris Emmerson-Pace, Jen Boulette,
Annie Fineman, Lorena Sferlazza, Allison Coleman, Micaela

Scully, Sydney Henck, Jen Boulette, Lorena Sferlazza
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TCC STAFF

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR                                   EDSON RIVAS (he/him)
DIRECTOR OF PROGRAMS                               SYDNEY HENCK (he/him)
CLINICAL SUPERVISOR                                    DAJAVON DAVIS (he/him)
CASE MANAGEMENT SUPERVISOR                 WENDY MCCAFFERY (she/they)
CLINICIAN                                                        LIZ SEMENYCK (she/hers)
YOUTH SUPPORT CLINICIAN                            KELLY PERAINO (she/hers)
YOUNG ADULT HOUSING NAVIGATOR            AMANDA REDFERN (she/they)                      
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT MANAGER          ANSEL NOLTING (they/them)
COMMUNITY EDUCATOR                               CADENCE PENTHENY (they/them)
DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANT                              KAREN HASTEROK (she/hers)

MEET THE TEAM

COLIN HOSTEN (he/him)                         KIM GILLECE (she/her)
PRESIDENT                                                VICE PRESIDENT 

JOHN VOLPE (he/him)                             JEFF ARNOLD (he/him)
TREASURER                                               SECRETARY

PAUL WHYNOTT (he/him)                        CAROLE NOUJAIM (she/her)          
MIA RELLA (they/them)                           ERICA HARTWELL  (she/her)                   
TIM BROSNAN (he/him)                           WENDY SCOLA (she/they)                      
ANNIE FINEMAN (she/her)                       VANESSA CLARK (she/her)                    
DAWN ENNIS (she/her) 
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SPECIAL THANKS TO...

&

AUCTION DONORS
Annie Fineman, Frank Cotroneo, Elliot Leonard & Roger Litz,

Jack Kennedy, Jeremy Myers, Jeffrey Hasterok, Joe Dermody,

Kate Altman, Kara Schapperle, Karen Kahn, Karen Hasterok,

Laura Boyle, Mary and Jim Noonan,  Marvin Pittman

(Professor M), Ian Buckley, Ridgefield Playhouse, Westport

Country Playhouse, NBC Universal, and TCC Board of

Directors.

Gala Planning Assistance: 
Wendy Scola and Christian Zavala
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